Ultrastructural variations of the rat fetal adrenal cortex after maternal bilateral adrenalectomy and exogen glucocorticoid administration.
Rat fetal adrenal cortex ultrastructure was studied in fetuses of 20 days of gestation coming from control (C) pregnant rats and from mothers undergoing two experimental conditions: maternal bilateral adrenalectomy on day 1 of gestation (ADX) and maternal bilateral adrenalectomy plus posterior dexamethasone administration the days 15, 16 and 17 of gestation (A+D). Our results show ultrastructural changes in the ADX rat fetal adrenal cortex, consisting of hyperactive steroidogenical features as response to the absence of maternal glucocorticoids, and the restoration of the control structural characteristics after dexamethasone administration to adrenalectomized animals.